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As The Twig Is Bent 


HILDREN have had a place in library programs for a number 0 
decades, yet in our rural areas library service to children is far from 
adequate. But can we in all conscience neglect the children because a traing 
children’s librarian is out of the question? Take the matter of story hot rs 
Not many librarians can do story-telling, but how about reading a story? ll 
the librarian simply has not the time, isn’t there someone in the communit} 
who might volunteer for such a lsppy chore? a 
Children are such an uncritical audience. Anything is grist for their il 
They will listen with utmost intentness to a perfectly stupid, poorly-writted 
book, and demand its re-reading. But how much more satisfying to the read@ 
and what a joy to the child for years to come is the really good book with the 
poetic cadence, the felicitous turn of phrase, the exquisitely right illustrations 
the marvelous imaginings. This is the beginning of an avid future reader, 4 
library patron forevermore. 
We remember how astonished our baby sitter was when our four-year-old 
told her about Eric the Red and the Vikings. She wanted to know how he 
knew so much about them. The answer was that he had had books from th 


public library since the age of two. And only yesterday that same child-intos 
youth, now seventeen, was chuckling over Eeyore and how he lost his tai 
only to find it at Owl’s house serving as a bell-pull, as related in bir oF 
THE-POOH. In prep school parlance, that was “neat.” 
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1960 White House Conference 


by JANICE J. BYINGTON 


School Library Consultant 
Free Public Library Commission 
Montpelier, Vermont 


—— a White House Conference is an. exciting experience. 
Many ideas are sparked by this mingling of people, young and old, profes- 
sional and lay, all intensely interested in children and youth. President 
Theodore Roosevelt called the first White House Conference in 1909 because 
he became disturbed about the breaking up of families when the father died. 
The Children’s Bureau was one outcome of this discussion of the problems 
of orphans in institutions. By 1920 the problem of child labor in an increas- 
ingly industralized country claimed the attention of the White House 
Conference. Every ten years, interested people have been invited by the 
President to meet and consider the problems of children and youth. The 
conference this year was held from March 27th to April 2nd to consider the 
effects of a rapidly changing and expanding world on our young people. 


College and high school youngsters, themselves, attended and made 
significant contributions to the discussions in all the workgroups. They also 
met by themselves and expressed their ideas as to the main fields of endeavor 
for the next ten years. Social workers, lawyers and judges, doctors, recreational 
and religious leaders, teachers and other professional groups were all repre- 
sented. Parents and volunteer scout and 4-H leaders were prominent among 
the 7,600 delegates. There were 500 representatives from foreign countries 
who among other things are disturbed by the distorted picture of life in the 
United States presented in their countries by some of our mass media of 
communication such as movies and comic books. 


The overall theme of the conference was “Children and Youth 1960.” The 
delegates were divided into five theme assemblies. Each morning, Monday 
through Wednesday, speakers at each assembly expressed the theme for that 
day: Appraising Ideals and Values in Their Changing World; Assessing the 
Impact on Them of Economic, Social and Cultural Factors; Adapting to 
Change and Innovation—the effects on them of science, technology, popula- 
tion pressures, and world events. From the theme assemblies, delegates went 
to their forums. Eighteen forums considered on Monday, Surveying What 
We Know; on Tuesday, Surveying What We Do; on Wednesday, Blueprint 
for the Future. In the afternoon the delegates were still further divided into 
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Mrs. Edith Whitney, Li- 
brarian of the First Prise- 
winning Meriden, N. H., Pub- 
lic Library, is here shown 
serving some of her National 
Library Week patrons. A uni- 
que feature of Meriden’s cel- 
ebration was a poster contest 
for adults judged by children. 
(Valley News Photo) 





210 groups, each considering some area of concern to children and youth. As 
a result of these deliberations, recommendations were presented to the forums 
on Thursday, some being accepted, others rejected after consideration by 
all members of the forum. 

These recommendations, condensed into 670 items, have now been printed. 
They range from general recommendations on legislation, research, etc., to 
physical environment such as housing in rural and urban areas, social environ- 
ment including citizenship, the family, education, employment, military 
service, leisure, mass media of communication, welfare services, physical 
health and medical services, mental health, law and law enforcement. Per- 
sonnel, religion, values and ideals, human rights, children and youth as 
individuals, world concerns and conference followup on state and local levels 
were also subjects of recommendations. 

There were no workgroups considering library services as such but several 
groups discussed books and libraries as they pertained to education and the 
use of leisure time. Of the final 670 recommendations, the following pertinent 
to libraries were made by one or more forums: 

@ “That quality library facilities and services be provided in elementary 


and secondary schools and colleges and universities, to enable them to } 


achieve standards of academic excellence.” 


@ “That action be taken to extend public library service throughout the | 


nation, with local, state, and national support and make it available to all.” 


@ “That support for public, private and school libraries be increased and : 
access provided in school and leisure hours, so that all children, particular- | 


ly the gifted, make reading a lifetime source of learning.” 


@ “That organizations serving children and youth incorporate the encour: | 








re 





agement of reading into their programs, where possible providing materials 

and cooperating with other agencies in this activity.” 

@ “That parents, teachers, librarians, and other reading counselors guide 
children to read increasingly better books; and that trained personnel 
be available to guide parents as well as young people in the selection of 
appropriate materials.” 

These are fine ideas and represent the forward looking thought of people 
vitally interested in children and youth. It remains for us to translate these 
words into actions so that our young people will really benefit from the 
inspiring meeting of minds at the 1960 White House Conference. 





Library Services To Children In N. H. 
by SIRI ANDREWS 


A report on public libraries made by the recently retired librarian of 
Concord, N. H., to the N. H. Committee on “The Child, the Family, and 
Leisure Time Activities” of the 1960 White House Conference on Children 
and Youth, 


OOKS and reading are a vital part of the child’s leisure time activities, 

usually as an individual rather than as a group activity. It seems worth- 
while, then, to consider what the state of New Hampshire has to offer children 
in the way of books and other activities as provided by public libraries. 

There are about 2,600,000 books in the 238 public libraries of the state, 
of which at least 650,000 are books for children. In addition there are about 
35,000 children’s books on the four N. H. bookmobiles, making a total of 
685,000 books available for children in the state. Children borrowed about 
1,400,000 volumes in 1958. With few exceptions all libraries have rooms or 
space for children and at least a dozen have members of the staff who give all 
or most of their time to children, although not more than two are professional 
children’s librarians. 

The population of the state is divided almost equally between the ten 
cities and the 228 towns and rural communities. In 26 of these cities and 
towns the public library is open every day. In the ten cities, with populations 
over 10,000, the hours of opening range from 116 a week to 38. There are 
three small communities which have only one hour of library service a week. 

There are twelve very small communities with a total population of 3,600 
which have no library service. Of the 228 libraries in towns under 10,000 
popuation, 218 are visited regularly by one of the state bookmobiles which 
supplement their book collections by about 20,000 books a year. 

The ten cities spent over $63,000 for books in 1958, and the communities 
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under 10,000 population spent about $97,000, a total of at least $160,000; 
of this about $53,330 was spent for children’s books. 

These figures are valuable only to show how many books are available and 
how much they are used. Some communities are much better supported than 
others and provide more books and better reading rooms and a more efficient 
staff. The Library Services Act is helping the State Library to supplement the 
books and services in small libraries considerably. 

About 600 story hours and about 250 film programs are held annually in 
public libraries for children. The film program is only beginning and should 
expand in the future. The films are exceptionally good ones which are not 
available at commercial movie houses. 

Exhibits of the arts and crafts work of children are often shown in public 
libraries and are a source of pleasure to them and their families. Many public 
libraries also contribute to the summer pleasure of children by organizing 
summer reading programs, and encouraging the borrowing of books on long- 
term loans for their summer camping and vacation trips. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 


It is recommended that all communities consider seriously the value of 
books and recreational reading to children, and arrange to provide adequate | 
support for children’s rooms in public libraries. This would mean more money [ 
for good books, more space for the children, and more competent staff who 
could arrange story hours, film programs, reading clubs, summer reading | 
programs, as well as give individual reading guidance. 

There are about 72,000 children of elementary school age in the state. At 
present only about $.74 a child is spent each vear on books for them in the | 
state, and since some of the larger libraries spend as much as $1.60 for each 
child, it is obvious that many libraries spend very little for children’s books. 
Conservatively, the amount now spent in the state as a whole should be 
doubled. 

If even 100 of the 238 libraries in the state had an adequate story hour 
program (one story hour a week for six months of the year), there would be 
2400 story hours instead of 600. If the film program were only half of that, 
there would be 1200 film showings instead of 250. These are rich and lasting 
leisure time activities for all children, but they require a larger and better 
equipped staff. 

It is hoped that these recommendations may be presented to all Boards of | 
Aldermen and Selectmen in the state of New Hampshire. 














Library Services For Children In Vermont 


by JANE B. HOBSON 
Executive Secretary 
Free Public Library Commission 
Montpelier, Vermont 


OOKS for information, recreation and inspiration are essential for every 

child in Vermont. Books are available through school libraries, public 
libraries and the services of the five Free Public Library Commission book- 
mobiles. Children can be encouraged and stimulated to read by their teachers 
and by the librarians of the public libraries. However, the actual reading 
done by any child depends upon his interests, reading ability and his access 
to the books he needs and wants. 

The people of Vermont have access to about 1,313,268 books in the public 
libraries. There are also approximately 180,000 books available through the 
services of the Free Public Library Commission bookmobiles. Of the latter 
nearly half are children’s books since the Free Public Library Commission 
supplements the book services of the public libraries and of the rural schools. 

The total 1959-60 book circulation in the public libraries of Vermont was 
around 1,755,908 volumes. In 1958-59 the people of Vermont borrowed 
340,524 books from the Free Public Library Commission. In 1959-60 over 
216,000 children’s books circulated from the Free Public Library Commis- 
sion bookmobiles. Children borrowed most of these books, although teachers 
and parents also borrowed books to share with children and encourage them 
to enjoy books. 

The eight largest cities in Vermont with a population of approximately 
10,000 or over all have separate children’s rooms with adequate book collec- 
tions and special services such as film programs, story hours and other 
services to stimulate reading. Many of the communities with a population 
under 10,000 have separate rooms or sections for children’s books and 
services. Story hours, film programs, hobby shows and other reading programs 
are active reading incentives for children during the summer, in addition to 
year-round activities. , 

During July to December 1959 there were 202 children’s film programs 
in the public libraries with an attendane of 7,622. There were 641 children’s 
film programs during the year ending June 30, 1960 with an attendance of 
32,902. There were also many regular weekly story hours as well as special 
library activities for children during Book Week, National Library Week and 
holidays. Exhibits of posters, paintings, essays and poems have contributed 
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to the stimulation of children’s reading in the state in both public libraries : 


and schools. 


During the past year six new secondary school libraries and five elementary } 
school libraries have provided more book and library services for children} 


With a Vermont School Library Consultant to inform, encourage and pro. 


mote library services, the children of Vermont should now have access to} 


better library services. 


There are 50,159 children of elementary school age in the state and 26,677| 
of secondary school age. A careful continuous study of the book and library| 
services availabie for them in the state is essential. With the tremendous | 
changes in the field of science and international situations it is imperative that| 
children have access to books for information, recreation and inspiration.” 
They must also know how to use these books and actually use them at all) 


times to meet their needs. 


Handsome and utili- 
tarian outdoor exhibit 
case at the Exeter, N. 
H., Public Library de- 
signed, built, and erect- 
ed by local talent. The 
total cost was about 
$130. Book exhibits, 
changed weekly by the 
librarian, Mrs. Harriet- 
te M. Pirnie, have 
arounsed great interest 
among Exeter citizens. 
(Ben’s Foto Shop) 
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GENERAL BOOKLISTS 
671, ADVENTURING WITH BOOKS (1960). 
rary “ A list for elementary grades. National 
lous Council of Teachers of English, 508 South 
. 6th St., Champaign, Ill. 75c a copy, also 
that’ = quantity rates. 
ion, 
t all BASIC BOOK COLLECTION FOR ELE- 
_ MENTARY GRADES (1960). Ameri- 
: can Library Association, 50 East Huron 
'  St., Chicago 11. $2.00. 
fe 
z BASIC BOOK COLLECTION FOR JUN- 
IOR HIGH SCHOOLS (1960). ALA, 
$2.00. 


BASIC BOOK COLLECTION FOR HIGH 
SCHOOLS (1957). ALA, $2.75. 


' BEST BOOKS FOR CHILDREN (1960 
edition). Lists books through the high 
school level. R. R. Bowker, 62 West 45th 
St., New York 36. $2.00. 


' BIBLIOGRAPHY OF BOOKS FOR 
CHILDREN (Revised Sept., 1960). As- 
sociation for Childhood Education In- 
ternational, 3615 Wisconsin Avenue, N. 
W., Washington 16, D. C. $1.50. 


' BOOKS FOR THE TEEN AGE (Revised 
> annually). The New York Public Li- 
brary, Fifth Avenue at 42nd St., New 
York 18. 50c. 


© BOOKS FOR YOU (1960). A list for sen- 
ior high school. National Council of 
Teachers of English. 60c a copy, quantity 
rates. 





_BOOKS OF THE YEAR FOR CHIL- 
| DREN. An annual list. Child Study As- 
sociation of America, Inc., 9 East 89th 
St., New York 28. 25c a copy, quantity 
rates. 
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AIDS TO CHOOSING BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 


Compiled for 
The Children’s Book Council, Inc. 


ALICE DALGLIESH and ANNIS DUFF 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS SUGGESTED AS 
HOLIDAY GIFTS. An annual list. The 
New York Public Library. 25c. 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS FOR $1.25 OR 
LESS (Revised 1959). Association for 
Childhood Educational International 75c. 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS TOO GOOD TO 
MISS. (Revised 1959). The Press of 
Western Reserve University, 2040 Adel- 
bert Road, Cleveland 6, Ohio. $1.25. 


CURRENT BOOKS, JUNIOR BOOKLIST 
(grades 1-9). An annual list. Independ- 
ent Schools Education Board, Milton 86, 
Mass. 50c. 


CURRENT BOOKS, SENIOR BOOKLIST 
(grades 9-12). An annual list. Independ- 
ent Schools Education Board. 50c. 


GOOD BOOKS FOR CHILDREN (1959). 
Edited by Mary K. Eakin, based on re- 
views inThe Bulletin of The Center for 
Children’s Books 1948-1958. The Uni- 
versity of Chicago Press, 5750 Ellis Ave- 
nue, Chicago 37, Ill. $5.95. 


GROWING UP WITH BOOKS (Revised 
annually). R. R. Bowker. 10c a copy, 
$3.35 per 100 copies. 


LET’S READ TOGETHER: Books For 
FamMILy ENJOYMENT (1960). Selected 
by a special committee of the National 
Congress of Parents and Teachers and 
the Children’s Services Division of the 
ALA. $1.50. 


LITERATURE FOR CHILDREN (1960). 
Reprint of a basic list from The World 
Book Encyclopedia. Field Enterprises 
Educational Corp., Merchandise Mart 
Plaza, Chicago 54. Single copies free, 
quantity rates. 








PATTERNS IN READING (2nd ed. 
1960). Jean Roos, editor. ALA, $2.00 
(approx. price). 


NOTABLE CHILDREN’S BOOKS (of the 
year). A short annual list compiled by 
the Children’s ALA. Single copies free. 


RECOMMENDED CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
OF 1959-60. Library Journal reviews of 
recommended children’s books published 
from May 1959 to May 1960. R. R. 
Bowker. $2.00. 


SEVEN STORIES HIGH. A basic book 
list prepared by Anne Carroll Moore for 
Compton’s Pictured Encyclopedia. F. E. 
Compton and Co., 1000 North Dearborn 
St., Chicago 10. 15c (Single copies free 
to librarians and teachers). 


YOUR READING (1960). Junior High 
School List. National Council of Teach- 
ers of English. 75c a copy, also quantity 
rates. 


SOME BOOKLISTS ON 
SPECIAL SUBJECTS 


BIBLE STORIES AND BOOKS ABOUT 
RELIGION FOR CHILDREN (Revis- 
ed 1954, supplement 1954-56). A non- 
sectarian selection. Child Study Associa- 
tion of America, Inc. 25c a copy, quan- 
tity rates. 


BOOKS ABOUT NEGRO LIFE FOR 
CHILDREN. An annotated list compil- 
ed by Augusta Baker (1957). The New 
York Public Library. 20c. 


BOOKS FOR BROTHERHOOD. An 
annual list. National Conference of 
Christians and Jews, 43 West 57th St., 
New York. Free. 


ONCE UPON A TIME. A storytelling 
booklet prepared by Augusta Baker and 
committee, 1955, for the New York State 
Library Association. (Write Mrs. Augusta 
Baker, Donnell Library Center, 20 West 
53rd St., New York 19 N. Y.) 25c. 





STORIES: A list of Stories to Tell and to 
Read Aloud. Compiled by Augusta Bak. 
er (1958). The New York Public Li. 
brary. $1.00. 


STORIES ANYONE CAN TELL (1959). 
A list for the beginner. The New York 
Public Library. Free. 


THE AAAS CHILDREN’S BOOK LIST 
(Sept., 1960). American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, 1515 Mass- 
achusetts Ave., N. W., Washington 5, D. 
C. $1.00 a copy. 


THE AAAS SCIENCE BOOK LIST (June 
1959). $1.00. 


THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SCI- 
ENCE LIBRARY (1959). Am. Assoc. 
for the Advancement of Science. 25c a 
copy, also quantity rates. 


GROWING UP WITH SCIENCE BOOKS 
(Revised annually). R. R. Bowker. 10c 
a copy, $3.35 per 100 copies. 


AN INEXPENSIVE SCIENCE LIBRARY 
(Revised 1960). Am. Assoc. for the Ad- 
vancement of Science. 25c a copy, also 
quantity rates. 


THE TRAVELING HIGH SCHOOL SCI- 
ENCE LIBRARY (Revised 1959). Am. 
Assoc. for the Advancement of Science. 
25c a copy, also quantity rates. 


BOOKS ABOUT CHILDREN’S 
BOOKS 


Arbuthnot, May Hill. CHILDREN AND 
BOOKS. Scott, Foresman, 1957. (Re- 
vised Ed.). 


A comprehensive and detailed study of 
children and their books—particularly use- 
ful to teachers, but interesting and stimu- 
lating to parents as well. Booklists. KEEP- 
ING UP WITH CHILDREN AND BOOKS 
by Margaret Clark is a bibliography of re- 
cent publications 1957-59 to accompany 
Mrs. Arbuthnot’s book (1959). 25c. 
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Becker, May Lamberton. FIRST AD- 
VENTURES IN READING. Lippincott, 
1947. (Revised Ed.). 


“This book, though it will help you to 
nourish your mind, is intended especially 
to show you some ways of getting enjoy- 
ment out of reading, ways that I can re- 
commend because I have tried them my- 
self and they work.” 


Chase, Mary Ellen. RECIPE FOR A 
MAGIC CHILDHOOD. Macmillan, 
1951. 


A devoted reader’s account of her own 
growing up with books that will inspire 
adults to provide similar delights for the 
children they are concerned with. 


Duff, Annis. “BEQUEST OF WINGS”; 
A Family’s Pleasure with Books. Viking 
Press, 1944. Book and Record Lists Re- 
vised 1954. “LONGER FLIGHT”: A 
Family Grows Up with Books. Viking 
Press, 1955. Booklists. 


The mother of a book-loving family shares 
experiences and discoveries in books. De- 
lightful reading. 


Eaton, Anne Thaxter. TREASURE FOR 
THE TAKING. (Revised Ed. 1957). 
Viking Press. 

Fine annotated booklists providing infor- 

mation about good books from the nursery 

age on. READING WITH CHILDREN. 

New York: The Viking Press, 1940. Full of 

the author’s own delight in sharing books 

with children, this is a book to give zest 
and direction to family reading. 


Fenner, Phyllis. SOMETHING SHARED. 
John Day, 1959. 


A personal treasury of stories, articles, and 
cartoons revealing the inmost feelings of 
a child, the joys and problems of reading, 
and the importance of books in a child’s 
background. 





Fenner, Phyllis. THE PROOF OF 
THE PUDDING: WHAT CHILDREN 
READ. John Day, 1957. 


An enthusiastic and successful librarian 
speaks directly to parents about the books 
she has used with children. 


Josette, Frank. YOUR CHILD’S READ- 
ING TODAY. Doubleday, (Revised Ed. 
1960). 


Stimulating discussion of books and read- 
ing as they relate to the needs of and pres- 
sures on today’s child. 


Hazard, Paul. BOOKS, CHILDREN AND 
MEN. The Horn Book, Inc., 1947. 


Superbly spirited essays, at once scholarly 
and charming, that reveal a deep and ap- 
preciative understanding of children and 
the books they read. 


Larrick, Dr. Nancy. A PARENT’S GUIDE 
TO CHILDREN’S READING. Dou- 
bleday, 1958. 


Also paperback edition by Pocket Books. 
A very useful, readable handbook which 
answers the questions parents ask about 
their children’s reading. An annotated bib- 
liography is included. 


Meigs, Cornelia; Eaton, Anne Thaxter; 
Nesbitt, Elizabeth; Viguers, Ruth Hill. 
A CRITICAL HISTORY OF CHIL- 
DREN’S LITERATURE. Macmillan, 
1953. 


Lively and authoritative essays on the de- 
velopment of children’s books as art, en- 
tertainment and reflection of social pro- 
gress. 


Munson, Amelia. AN AMPLE FIELD: 
BOOKS AND YOUNG PEOPLE. ALA, 
°1951. $3.00. 


Reading for adolescent boys and girls dis- 
cussed with freshness, breadth and humor. 
Excellent booklists. 















LIBRARIES 


Miss Janice J. Byington, formerly librarian of the Burlington, Vt., High 
School, is now School Library Consultant for Vermont on the staff of the 
Free Public Library Commission. Miss Byington is President of the N. E. 
School Library Association. 

The Friends of the Library of BENNINGTON voted to purchase a micro- 
film viewer for viewing the early editions of the Bennington Banner now in 
the library. A display of photographs and colored slides was exhibited at a 
covered dish supper, which was followed by a talk on “Eyes Have We, But 
We See Not” by Mrs. James Merunowicz. 

The FAIRLEE Public Library has received $100 from the Lake Morey 
Protective Association. 

The new PEACHAM Library was dedicated on the 150th anniversary of 
the library. An appropriate program followed by open house at the library 
was attended by many citizens, summer guests and neighbor librarians and 
trustees. The attractive new building replaces the one which burned last year. 

The READSBORO Library is having a weekly summer vacation Reading 
Aloud Club. 

The RUTLAND Free Library is having a weekly out-door Story Hour 
and also a film program. 





THE OLD NEW ENGLAND ACADEMIES 
Harriet Webster Marr. Comet, $4.25 


In view of the recurrent controversy on the question of state operated 
lotteries, it is interesting to learn that a not too successful effort was made 
to finance some of the early New England academies by means of public 
lotteries. Then, as now, the financing of educational institutions was an 
acute problem. Many of the early ones were founded largely on faith and 
their survival was a tribute to the tenacity of their founders. Not surprisingly, 
those supported by private endowment were among the more successful. But 
in spite of all the many difficulties encountered, the academy flourished in 
New England, and with the help of state land grants there were nearly a 
hundred of them in operation by 1826. 
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Miss Marr has presented a comprehensive study of the history of the 
early New England academies treating in different sections such aspects as 
their founding, the individuals connected with them, academy curriculum 
and daily life, their relations with the public and their position today. Six- 
teen of them have survived to the present as leading college preparatory 
schools. Several of them have become educational institutions at a higher 
level, while forty-five although still retaining the name of academy are now 
operating as free public high schools. 


While the facts presented constitute an authentic account of early edu- 
cation in New England, the book is by no means merely a recital of facts 
and figures. There are many interesting and humorous stories concerning the 
preceptors of the academies, the heating problems, and the travel difficulties 
encountered by the pupils. Of special interest is the story of the long but suc- 
cessful fight made against those who felt that academic education for females 
was a “crazy freak, every way detrimental to the public good.” 


The book is well documented with a comprehensive bibliography, sta- 
tistical tables, pedagogical genealogies, and a good index. Not only is it 
informative and entertaining reading, but it is also a useful contribution to 
presently available reference material on the history of early education in 
New England. 


Roy THOMAS 


Roy Thomas, Ex- 
tension Librarian in 
charge of the Concord 
branch office, shown 
delivering books to 
eager students at Weare 
High School, left Sep- 
tember 1st to become 
Librarian of the Rut- 
land, Vt., Public Li- 
brary. (Putnam Photo) 
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LIBRARIES 





New Hampshire librarians attending the Summer Session in “Public 
Library Techniques” at the University of New Hampshire from July 5th to 
22nd totaled 17. Awarded New Hampshire Federation of Women’s Clubs 
scholarships were: Mrs. Mary Forrest of SALEM, Mrs. Ruth Plummer of 
MILTON, Mrs. Dorothy Worcester of DUBLIN, Mrs. Ruth Blanchard of 
CONTOOCOOK, Mrs. Dorothy McGray of NEWPORT, and Mrs. Dorothy 
Vickery of GOFFSTOWN. Receiving Shieling Trust scholarships were: Mrs. 
Beth Hancock of NORTH CONWAY, Mrs. Irene Hutchinson of EPPING, 
Mrs. Allison Buxton of LITTLETON, Mrs. Ruth Marshall of LISBON, 
Mrs. Corinne Nash of MARLBORO, Mrs. Marion Crossley of PELHAM, 
and Mrs. Anne Crist of SOMERSWORTH. Mrs. Cynthia A. Fleming of 
CLAREMONT attended with a New Hampshire Library Association grant. 
Others attending were Mrs. Helen Overman of NEW DURHAM and Mrs. 
Marjorie Pickering of NEWINGTON. Mrs. Crist and Mrs. Forrest this year 
completed their required courses and were awarded the graduation certificates, 


William Hopkins, a graduate of Syracuse University Library School and 
recently employed at the library of Penn State University, is now the Exten- 
sion Librarian in charge of the Concord branch office. 


At the ALA conference in Montreal, the NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE 
LIBRARY received an Honorable Mention Award in the John Cotton Dana 
Publicity Contest “for demonstrating the variety of publicity outlets available 
to state libraries.” Receiving the award from Howard Haycraft, President 
of the H. W. Wilson Company, was Miss Margery Stroud. 


Among New Hampshire people seen at the ALA conference were Miss 
Marion Goodwin of KEENE TEACHERS COLLEGE, Miss Mary Ames of 
LITTLETON, Miss Mildred Morrison of DOVER, David Dorman of 
MANCHESTER, Joseph Sakey of NASHUA, George Nelson of MILFORD, 
President of the N. H. Library Trustees Association, Edward J. Gallagher, 
LACONIA trustee, Mrs. Edith Atkins of WINCHESTER, President of the 
N. H. Library Association, Mrs. Nina Mitchell of WOODSVILLE, Miss 
Charlotte Anderson and Mrs. Lillian Duncan of the U.N.H., and Miss 
Margery Stroud and Mrs. Myrtle McIntyre of the STATE LIBRARY. 
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TEENAGERS’ READING HABITS 


Who says teenagers don’t read? A nation-wide survey just completed 
finds two out of three American teenagers “currently reading a book” other 
than a schoolbook. Compared with recent figures on adult reading, this 
indicates that teenagers out-read the adult population nearly four to one. 
They read magazines and newspapers, too-—and still find time to watch about 
two hours of television a day. 


These are among recent findings of the nation’s largest youth poll— 
the Institute of Student Opinion, sponsored by Scholastic Magazines, Inc. 
The ISO survey of teenage reading habits was conducted in connection with 
National Library Week. 


According to the 10,149 teenagers polled, their main source of books is 
libraries. Asked where they got the last book they had read, nearly two- 
thirds replied “public library” or “school library.” But they buy books, too— 
lots of them. 26% reported buying a book—either paperbound or hard-cover 
—during the preceding thirty days. 


In the nation-wide poll just completed, ISO also reports on the number 
of books in teenagers’ homes, and to what extent their families read maga- 
zines and daily newspapers. Findings are based on a scientifically selected 
cross-section of students from all parts of the country in public and private 
high schools of all sizes. 


A copy of the survey results, entitled Teen-Age Reading Habits, may be 
requested from Scholastic Magazines, Inc., 33 West 42nd Street, New York 
36, N. Y. 








REFERENCE BOOKS and a list of 328 special programs with the 


Seinen Meeieeween colleges offering them. 


Reference Librarian Lovejoy, Clarence E. LOVEJOY’S PREP 
SCHOOL GUIDE. Harper & Brothers, 
1958. 120p. $4.50. 373.73 


Lovejoy, Clarence E. LOVEJOY’S COL- A new addition to Lovejoy’s educational 
LEGE GUIDE, 5th ed. rev. and enl. guides, this handy reference gives capsule 
Simon and Schuster, 1959. 290p. $4.95. descriptions of 1,800 college preparatory 
378.73. schools arranged both by state and by 

name of school, giving fees, programs, 

This complete reference book to American scholarships, size of faculty and student 

colleges and universities gives the impor- body, auspices, type of curriculum and 

tant facts needed by prospective students. accreditation. Includes schools of special 

Arranged by state, it includes an alpha- purposes and church-controlled or related 

betical index of the colleges described, also schools, but does not give an evaluation 

additional sections on the costs of going nor attempt to list all Catholic parish and 
to college, scholarships, and part-time jobs, diocesan schools. 


New Hampshire State Library 
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ALA CONTEST 


“You and the ALA,” a contest designed to produce an “image” of the 
American Library Association, has been announced by the Advisory Com- 
mittee to the Membership Promotion Project. 


Awards will be presented for the best statement from a trustee and a 
student librarian or librarian on “What the Individual Member Means to 
ALA,” in 300 words or less. Contestants must be members of the American 
Library Association. 


The purposes of the contest are: 


1. To encourage members to think about ALA’s objectives and 
program in relation to their own interest, and 


2. To get a statement that gives an “image” of ALA. 


Each of the winners in the two categories, trustee, student librarian or 
librarian, will receive a $50 prize to be awarded by University Microfilm, 
Inc., and presented at the general membership session at the annual con- 
ference in Cleveland, O., in 1961 by Eugene Power, president of the firm. 


The contest opens September 1, the committee announced, with October 
30 as the deadline for all entries. All statements become the property of the 
ALA, to be published or not as the Association decides. 


Entries should be mailed to: “You and the ALA,” American Library 
Association, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago 11, Illinois. 


“The theme of the contest reverses the usual type of contest question. 
This was done purposely—to effect more creative thinking and produce a 
more interesting and sophisticated approach. The committee hopes that this 
will stimulate the members to think of the relationships among their own 
jobs, their memberships in the ALA, professional associations particularly, 


and the advancement of library services throughout the world,” the com- 
mittee said. 


A committee to screen entries, composed of: Wayne M. Hartwell, 
librarian, F. E. Compton and Company; Edward M. Heiliger, librarian, 
University of Illinois, Chicago; Edward G. Strable, librarian, J. Walter 
Thompson Company; Miss Dorothy H. Weber, assistant librarian, Chicago 
Public Library; and Miss Helen T. Yast, librarian, American Hospital Asso- 
ciation, has been appointed. Final judges will be announced later. 
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Feature of National Li- 
brary Week in Winchester, 
N. H., was Polish Night, 
honoring the town’s largest 
nationality group. Shown 
here is one portion of a 
large exhibit of native 
handicrafts. 








The Portsmouth, N. H. Public 
Library now has a curbside book 
return box for the convenience of 
its patrons. Shown demonstrating 
its usefulness is the librarian, Miss 
Dorothy M. Vaughan. (Portsmouth 
Herald Photo) 











Hurray For Books! 


You can look at a book 

And better still, read it. 

A book is a friend 

When you happen to need it. 
And when you are through 
You can still think about it— 
So, “Hurray for Books!” 
Don’t say it, but shout it! 


ELIZABETH COATSWORTH 
Written for Book Week 1960 


BOOK REVIEWS 


This is a highly selective list, carefully chosen especially for small libraries 
in towns under 10,000 population. These are all books published within the 
last six months, hence no publication date is indicated. 

Classification numbers are included for non-fiction as a further convenience. 


*Starred items are recommended for Young People. 


ADULT FICTION 


ETHAN Newton, St. Albans 
MarGareT Patrick, St. Albans 


EstHER M. Swirt, Montpelier 
Vermont Free Public Library Commission 


Barker, Shirley. THE LAST GENTLE- 
MAN. Random House, $3.95. 


New Hampshire’s last Tory Governor. John 
Wentworth, was the “last gentleman.” This 
is the story of the people who were close 
to him during the Revolution: Frances, 
his wife, thought to be something of a 
wanton; Hugh Gifford, penniless younger 
son newly arrived from England; Lydia 
March, early orphaned and confidante of 
Frances Wentworth. An absorbing story of 
times when loyalties old and new divided 
all the Colonies. The author is a New 
Hampshire resident and two of her earlier 
books have been Literary Guild selections. 
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Chase, Mary Ellen. THE LOVELY AM- 
BITION. Norton, $3.95. 


Miss Chase is always at her best with 
stories of Maine and England. This con- 
cerns the family of John Tillyard, a Meth- 
odist minister, and their migration to Maine 
early in this century. Theirs is a happy and 
loving home life, with time to enjoy the 
beauties of both countries, time to read 
and time to help several inmates of a local 
insane asylum. A book to read _ slowly, 
ponder, savor and enjoy to the fullest for 
it is of the highest literary craftsmanship. 


*DeCamp, L. Sprague. THE BRONZE 
GOD OF RHODES. Doubleday, $4.50. 


Antigonos One-eye and his son, Demetrios, 
demand that the Rhodians help them in 
the struggle against Ptolemy I of Egypt, 
during the contest for rule of Alexander’s 
empire. The succeeding events lead up to 





ee a ee 





the building of the Colossus of Rhodes by 
Chares, young sculptor and bronze foun- 
der. The author has weakened his story by 
involving Chares in an affair with an 
Egyptian lady, which is poorly worked 
out, and has also tried to depict outland- 
ers by speech peculiarities, having a Baby- 
lonian speak with a Welsh inversion of 
sentence structure, and a Celtic slave speak 
in an Irish manner. Despite these defects, 
the story is a good, fast-moving one, and 
the picaresque Chares holds the reader’s 
interest throughout. 


Fielding, Gabriel. THROUGH STREETS 
BROAD AND NARROW. Morrow, 
$4.50. 


In this sequel to IN THE TIME OF 
GREENBLOOM John Blaydon is an 18- 
year-old medical student in the Dublin of 
World War II. With distinctive style and 
satirical wit, Fielding (pseudonym of a 
British doctor, Alan Gabriel Barnsley) de- 
picts the extraordinary people and events 
which cause the Blaydon boy to take a 
long step towards maturity. Intensely dra- 
matic dénouement, involving the frustrated 
attempt to rescue a prisoner from the Dac- 
hau prison camp, concludes this brilliantly 
written novel. 


Gold, Herbert. 
$3.95. 


LOVE & LIKE. Dial, 


A generally absorbing collection of fourteen 
short stories, most of which have appeared 
previously in well-known periodicals. The 
themes are varied: a Jewish youngster re- 
belling against working in his father’s gro- 
cery; a native maiden capturing the hearts 
of an American family in Haiti; an inno- 
cent American couple in Paris being hood- 
winked by a local would-be motion picture 
producer; a professor with marital difficul- 
ties seeking solace in the arms of a co-ed. 
Mr. Gold also includes a “Postface,” where- 
in he explains the circumstances resulting 
in the writing of each story. 


Graves, Robert. FOOD FOR CENTAURS. 
Doubleday, $4.95. 


Anthology of the author’s short stories, 


essays and poems which effectively point 
up his versatility. Essays are scholarly, of- 


17 


ten witty. All but one of the short stories 
have a Majorcan background. 


Greenwood, Robert. STONE FROM THE 
BROOK. Appleton, $4.95. 


Yorkshireman Sid Robinson, rejected be- 
cause of his poverty and parental back- 
ground, has a single purpose in life, to 
prove that he is inferior to no man. Cun- 
ning and ruthlessly ambitious, he climbs 
swiftly from junk dealer to operator of a 
business empire, although his methods of 
acquiring capital are more than slightly 
devious. Not a pleasant or good man, 
“Robbo” nevertheless holds the interest and 
sympathy throughout the final tragedy. A 
well-told, interesting tale with a British 
accent. 


Jepson, Selwyn. 
TION. 


VERDICT IN QUES- 
Doubleday, $3.50. 


A British mystery which has no murder 
until near the very end of the book. Com- 
modore Gill’s daughter, Eve, has a tre- 
mendous capacity for making even the 
most simple things seem confused. It all 
started when her fiancé was in the hospital 
with a concussion acquired in line of duty 
as a police detective-inspector. An amnesia 
victim in the next bed seemed to react un- 
favorably to policemen. Before anyone 
knew it, Eve had helped him escape and 
was well on her way to unravelling a 
mystery no one else believed in. Good en- 
tertainment. 


Meagher, Joseph W. 
Little, $4.75. 


TIPPY LOCKLIN. 


Gentle story of family life in Brooklyn in 
the 1920’s, seen through the eves of the 
narrator. Not a novel which probes deep- 
ly into human nature but rather a pot- 
pourri of wholesome, simple incidents about 
people who like one another. Written with 
sparkling imagery and affectionate humor. 


Sandoz, Mari. 
MAN. 


SON OF THE GAMBLIN’ 
Clarkson N. Potter, $5.00. 


Homesteading days in Nebraska early in 
the century form the background for this 
book. John Jackson Cozad was the gamb- 
lin’ man and the famous painter, Robert 








Henri, was his son. There is a wealth of 
factual material here and only where 
known facts are obscure does fancy enter. 
The reader of history will like this novel. 


Slaughter, Frank. PILGRIMS IN PARA- 
DISE. Doubleday, $3.95. 


A colorful yarn, based on an actual his- 
torical venture, concerns the fortunes and 
misfortunes of a sturdy group of Pilgrims 
on the tropical island paradise of Eleuthera 
in the Bahamas. Brother Silas Sutton, fan- 
atical shepherd of the colonizing flock, and 
his younger brother of more worldly ex- 
perience are at odds over the leadership; 
and their feelings towards the two beauti- 
ful lady protagonists complicate the chances 
for success. A touch of the medical plus a 
lively witchcraft trial should delight the 
author’s fans. 


Stevenson, Janet. THE ARDENT YEARS. 
Viking, $4.95. 


Story of Fanny Kemble, the “Passionate 
Victorian,” written with perception and 
imagination. This great English actress liv- 
ed far ahead of her time and her inability 
to accept life on a Georgia plantation in 
pre-Civil War days led to tragic failure in 
the one role she really wanted, that of 
wife and mother. Well-written story of a 
woman, rather than an actress. 


Styron, William. SET THIS HOUSE ON 
FIRE. Random, $5.95. 


Styron, author of LIE DOWN IN DARK- 
NESS, a major novelist in the opinion of 
many critics, has written a lengthy sort of 
Gothic melodrama centering around two 
Americans in a small Italian town. AI- 
though the theme of crime and salvation 
is tritely handled, the author, whether in 
scenes of brutality or of tenderness, re- 
veals an unusual talent for eloquence, which 
completely involves the reader’s emotions. 
A superior novel, with shortcomings, one 
of which is the crudeness of the dialogue. 


Tashrak, (pseud. of Israel Joseph Zevin). 
THE MARRIAGE BROKER, based on 
the STORIES OF SHULEM THE 
SHADCHEN; adapted by Irving Meites. 
Putnam, $3.50. 
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First published in the 1920's, these brief 
sketches, or case histories of a Jewish 
marriage broker of that time, have been 


brought up to date by the son of the pub- 
lisher. Funny, nostalgic, witty, never dull, 
the antics of the match-maker and his 
clients should provide pleasant, breezy 
reading for the general reader, regardless 
of his faith. A glossary of Jewish terms is 
provided. 


ADULT NON-FICTION 


Mrs. EstHer M. Swirt 


Acting Regional Librarian 
Free Public Library Commission 
Montpelier, Vermont 


BIOGRAPHY 


Harkness, Marjory G. & McGrew, Lilian 
C., eds. HIGH SHERIFF; BEING 
THE REMINISCENCES OF JAMES 
WELCH, FORMER SHERIFF OF 
CARROLL COUNTY, NEW HAMP- 
SHIRE. Tamworth Historical Society, 
Tamworth, N. H. $3.50. 


Retiring as Sheriff in 1946 at the age of 69, 
Jim Welch filled ten notebooks with the 
principal episodes of his life since he leit 
school at age 12 and went to work in the 
woods. The editors have tightened up this 
manuscript but preserved its essential fla- 
vor. Welch’s good old New England speech 
idioms remain intact. A book guaranteed 
to liven up any library’s local history col- 
lection. 


Yates, Elizabeth. THE 
HEART. Dutton, $4.50. 


LIGHTED 


Miss Yates, with vivid word-pictures of 
their home and surrounding country-side 
in Peterborough, N. H., shares in this per- 
sonal narrative the many problems that 
arise when her husband, Bill McGreal, loses 
his sight. Their solutions of these problems 
are shared experiences met with courage, 
love, and faith. Miss Yates’s fans, as well 
as many others, will find inspiration and 
understanding invaluable for facing their 
own crises. Lovingly illustrated by their 
good friend and neighbor, Nora Unwin 
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CRAFTS - HOBBIES - SPORTS 


Brobeck, Florence. FAMILY BOOK OF 
HOME ENTERTAINING. Doubleday, 
$4.95. 


Family parties, anniversaries, special holi- 
days, birthdays, engagements, do’s for small 
fry, teen-age gatherings, costume parties, 
church and school affairs, they are all here 
and many more too. There is even a sec- 
tion devoted to weekend guest planning 
and charts for all the various types of func- 
tions. Author is one of the outstanding 
women’s magazine writers in this field. 
793 


Golden, Hal. HOW TO PLAN, PRO- 
DUCE AND PUBLICIZE SPECIAL 
EVENTS. Oceana Pub., $6.00. 


Every town needs a ready source of infor- 
mation on these subjects. This volume will 
answer every question that might be asked, 
and gives excellent samples of publicity, 
scheduling, programming and even menu 
suggestions. Author is Director of Public 
Relations for the Greater New York Fund. 
Material applies as well to small towns as 
to bigger city events. 651.11 


Kittel, Mary B. JAPANESE FLOWER 
ARRANGEMENT FOR AMERICAN 
HOMES. Viking Press, $6.95. 


Long time editor of the NATIONAL GAR- 
DENER, the author is one of our out- 
standing authorities on flower arrange- 
ments. The book is well planned, easy to 
follow and almost beautiful enough to be 
an art book, for the black and white photo- 
graphy is lovely. Not a first purchase prob- 
ably, but an excellent choice if you are 
looking for a new title to entrance your 
patrons. 635.96 


Marsh, Moreton. THE EASY EXPERT 
IN COLLECTING AND RESTORING 
AMERICAN ANTIQUES. _ Lippincott, 
$5.95. 


Almost an essential purchase for even a 
very small collection if there is any local 
interest in antiques and refinishing. The 
author really knows his antiques and the 
book’s 176 pages are packed with informa- 
tion which ranges all the way from what 
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is an antique, to what to do if the piece is 
damaged. His own experience is long and 
varied and he manages to convey his know- 
ledge to the reader. Packed with illustra- 
tions, sketches and excellent photos. 749.21 


Newgold, Bill NEWGOLD’S GUIDE TO 
MODERN HOBBIES, ARTS AND 
CRAFTS. McKay, $4.50. 


A one-volume guide to all the popular hob- 
bies and some it is hard to find information 
about. Each chapter has a short biblio- 
graphy for additional information and sug- 
gestions for locating other hobbies in any 
field. Author directs the Woodstock, N. Y., 
Colony Art Center. 790 


*SPORTS ILLUSTRATED BOOK OF 
SKIING. Lippincott, $2.75. 


Almost small enough to go into a pocket 
for ready reference, this is an excellent 
purchase for any library here in the North 
Country. Each paragraph has an illustra- 
tion of the exact technique which is des- 
cribed. Also included are some very good 
exercises for pre-season use. 796.93 


SUNSET GARDEN AND PATIO BUILD- 
ING BOOK. Lane Book Co., $6.95. 


Five books combined in one make this 
worth the price. More than 50% illustra- 
tions, the book tells and shows in detail 
how to build any form of outdoor area and 
gives much information on suitable plant- 
ings. Well indexed on front end papers. 
712.62 


HISTORY - TRAVEL 


*Blanchard, Fessenden S. GHOST TOWNS 
OF NEW ENGLAND. Dodd, $3.50. 


Twenty towns that have almost disappear- 
ed from maps and human memories are 
the subject of this book, which almost 
every New England library will want. Six 
of the towns are in Vermont and New 
Hampshire. Most armchair travellers can 
think of others which might have been in- 
cluded. Author has written several other 
outstanding travel books with New Eng- 
land settings. 974 








Burt, F. Allen. THE STORY OF MOUNT 
WASHINGTON. Dartmouth  Publica- 
tions, Hanover, N. H., $6.50. 


“Amoung the Clouds,” the daily newspaper 
published and printed summers at the top 
of Mount Washington from 1877 to 1908, 
was edited by the grandfather and father 
of the author. This unusual background, 
plus an intense personal interest in the 
White Mountains region, has resulted in a 
superb true story of man’s conquest and 
occupation of this 6,288 foot peak. Espec- 
ially rewarding is the tale of the Crawford 
family, pioneer innkeepers of the region. 
From the early geological churnings to 
today’s TV transmitter—it’s all here—and 
it’s pure joy for the Mount Washington 
buff. Photographs and index. 917.422 


Lord, Walter. THE GOOD YEARS. Har- 
per, $4.95. 


According to the author, the “good years” 
were from the beginning of this century to 
the beginning of World War I. All the 
great men and women, the important 
events, the triumphs and the tragedies of 
these two decades are here. The author has 
a great love of history and a tremendous 
capacity for historical research, and in this 
book there has been scope for both. Will 
be read by those who liked his DAY OF 
INFAMY. 073.91 


NATURAL SCIENCES 


Ordish, George. THE LIVING HOUSE. 
Lippincott, $4.50. 


This is the first book of its particular kind. 
It is the story of “Barton’s End,” a 400- 
year-old English Tudor manor house. The 
history of the house is told through the 
story of the human, animal and insect life 
which has inhabited it in four centuries. 
Fascinating reading for anyone interested 
in the natural sciences. 


RELIGION - PHILOSOPHY 


*Cleveland, Philip Jerome. THREE 
CHURCHES AND A MODEL T. Re- 
vell, $3.50. 


Just about everything can happen to a 
rural minister, and it did to this one. The 
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story of how he coped with the daily trials, 
tribulations and heartbreaks of his far- 
flung congregation is tremendously inspir- 
ing. The book never preaches, has some 
good laughs as well as many poignant parts 
and should be popular with both men and 
women. 250.88 


*Page, Patti. ONCE UPON A DREAM. 
Bobbs-Merrill, $2.95. 


Written in popular language that should 
appeal to the gals as much as Pat Boone's 
book did to the boys, this is very readable 
and good sense for anyone, but for the 
teen-ager in particular. Every aspect of a 
girl’s growing up is covered. 170 


Parker, Elizabethh THE SEVEN AGES 
OF WOMEN. Johns Hopkins Press, 
$6.50. 


In almost entirely non-technical language 
this outstanding woman’s doctor takes up 
the seven ages of women; the age of ma- 
turity, motherhood, marriage, pregnancy, 
age of youth, the menopause and lastly the 
age of serenity. Invaluable for any woman 
and many men may find it of great inter- 
est also. Certainly every parent will find 
the sections on youngsters of great help. 
136.15 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 


Jones, Evan, ed. THE FATHER: LET- 
TERS TO SONS AND DAUGHTERS. 
Rinehart, $3.95. 


A good table of contents and a very care- 
ful index make this book valuable for ref- 
erence as well as for browsing. Many of 
the letters give a great deal more insight 
into the famous men who write them than 
a biography can ever do. 301.427 


Murray, Thomas E. NUCLEAR POLICY 
FOR WAR AND PEACE. World, $4.00. 


The author is a member of the Atomic 
Energy Commission and knows what he is 
talking about. In this age when we all feel 
the threat of atomic war, it behooves us 
to know what our policies are and what 
they should be. Not easy reading but defi- 
nitely a book which should be read. 338.47 
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Steiner, Lee R. UNDERSTANDING JU- 
VENILE DELINQUENCY. Chilton 
Co., $3.95. 


Delinquency is one of our greatest worries 
in this century, and only by understanding 
its causes can we cure it. This book, intro- 
duced by Jacques M. May, Vice-President 
of the National Organization for Mentally 
Ill Children, sheds much light on the sub- 
ject. One may not always agree with the 
author, but his suggestions are excellent 
and his thoughts on the matter are cer- 
tainly valid and both are worthy of con- 
sideration. 364.36 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
FOR THE YOUNGEST 


Emi W. ALLEN, Jr. 


Assistant State Librarian 
N. H. State Library 


Brown, Myra B. FIRST NIGHT AWAY 
FROM HOME. Ill. by Dorothy Mari- 
no. Watts, $2.50. 


Everyone probably has a vivid memory of 
that first night away from home. What an 
exciting experience it was! Here is a story 
that will bring back memories for some, 
and comfort others with this great step still 
ahead of them. Stevie’s uneasiness vanishes 
when his mother makes a special trip to 
deliver his Teddy Bear, who makes even 
a strange bed seem like home. 


Burgess, Thornton W. 
WEST WIND. 
Little, $3.95. 


OLD MOTHER 
Ill. by Harrison Cady. 


Most of the “experts” scorn Mr. Burgess’s 
animal stories, but the children ignore all 
this and go right on enjoying these tales, 
just as did their parents and grandparents. 
First published in 1910, this Golden Anni- 
versary Edition will probably continue to 
attract many eager young readers for at 
least another half century. 


Cameron, Polly. A CHILD’S BOOK OF 
NONSENSE. Coward-McCann, $2.50. 
(lib. ed.). 


A thoroughly nonsensical collection of four 
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stories about “3 Copy Cats,” “3 Batty 
Birds,” “3 Crazy Camels,” and “A Quail 
and a Snail.” All are characterized by a 
rollicking rhythm sure to appeal to pre- 
schoolers. By the author of THE CAT 
WHO THOUGHT HE WAS A TIGER. 


Cummings, W. T. THE KID. Whittle- 
sey, $2.25. (lib. ed.). 


The author of THE GIRL IN THE 
WHITE HAT has again turned to fantasy 
in this tale of Kid, who lives alone in the 
deepest woods with only his banjo for com- 
panionship. His wandering adventures with 
a playful raccoon and a shy fawn terminate 
with his encounter with a strange golden 
horse. His new companion leads him to a 
new home and a secure life again. The at- 
mosphere of unreality is greatly strength- 
ened by the unusual drawings. 


Eastwick, Ivy O. DECK THE STABLE. 
Ill. by Nora Unwin. McKay, $2.75. 


Poetic tale of Jesus’ birth based on the idea 
that the animals of the field and barnyard 
worked together to decorate the manger. 
Illustrations by Nora Unwin of Peterbor- 
ough, N. H., accurately portray nature in 
delicate greys and yellows. 


Everson, Dale. THE DIFFERENT DOG. 
Ill. by Paul Galdone. Morrow, $2.75. 


Pierre the poodle can never find a satisfac- 
tory home for very long because he always 
forgets himself and talks out loud. The 
shock of a talking dog is too much for his 
successive owners until he goes to live with 
Marcus, a down-and-out song-and-dance 
man. Using Pierre’s unique talent, the pair 
soon become the rage of show business. 
Marcus is acclaimed as the most remark- 
able ventriloquist ever seen. Pierre knows 
better but he doesn’t care, for now he is 
happy. Excellent binding. 


SMALL CLOWN. II. 
Galdone. Doubleday, $2.00. 


Faulkner, Nancy. 
by Paul 
(lib. ed.). 


Appealing to every child who has wished 
he could join the circus (haven’t we all?), 
Pete’s ambition to become a clown is read- 
ily understandable. Of course, Pete has a 








slight advantage because his own father is 
the best clown in the circus. Discouraged 
by the Ringmaster, Pete becomes the hit 
of the Big Top, and all because he put his 
shoes on backwards. 


Grimm Brothers. THE SHOEMAKER 
AND THE ELVES. Ill. by Adrienne 
Adams. Scribners, $2.95. (lib. ed). 


Handsomely illustrated version of an old 
favorite. The story of the poor cobbler and 
his wife who achieve prosperity through 
the anonymous labors of two busy elves 
maintains its universal appeal. The grati- 
tude of the cobbler and his wife makes a 
delightful ending for this brief tale. 


Janice. ANGELIQUE. II] by Roger Du- 
voisin. Whittlesey, $2.25. (lib. ed). 
“Angélique was the happiest duck in 


France.” All day long she plays in her mis- 
tress’s walled-in garden and sometimes 
they even go for walks together. This idyllic 
existence is shattered when Coco, a black 
poodle, joins the household. He is very 
rough and upsets Angélique so much that 
she runs away to the Park. Her adventures 
convince her that she can’t run away from 
such problems, so she returns home, puts 
Coco in his place, and lives happily ever 
after. Lovely illustrations convey the Pari- 
sian setting. 


Olsen, Ib Spang. THE MARSH CRONE’S 
BREW. Abingdon, $1.50. 


A really unusual Danish folk tale about 
the strange doings of the Marsh Crone, a 
horrid creature who is abetted by the 
Marsh Man, and the Marsh Boys and 
Girls. Her recipe for marsh brew includes 
such exotic ingredients as leach’s spew, 
stork feathers, and angles from angle- 
worms. The resulting concoction is used to 
insure the advent of spring each year. The 
illustrations are appropriately gruesome but 
not frightening. Excellent binding on a 
small book. 


Pohl, Louis. 
tle, $1.85. 


IT’S REALLY NICE. Lit- 


A mood book intended to evoke some ser- 
ious thought about the ordinary things that 
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we take for granted. Such things as a pup- 
py licking your hand, the clouds floating 
by, and walking barefoot in the grass. This 
should encourage an appreciation of these 
and other things that can best be described 
as “It’s really nice.” Somewhat similar to 
books by Joan Walsh Anglund, although 
her illustrations are more striking. 


Trez, Denise & Alain. THE BUTTERFLY 
CHASE. World, $3.00. 


Gallic exuberance pervades this story of 
Freddy and his grand-pére’s search for a 
tricolor butterfly with the colors of the 
French flag, blue, white, and red. Grand- 
pére’s colleagues in the Academy ridicule 
his contention that such a thing exists. 
After many a hilarious adventure, grand- 
pére is vindicated. Colorful, boisterous illus- 
trations add greatly to the value of the 
book. 


Walters, Marguerite. UP AND DOWN 
AND ALL AROUND. Il. by Susanne 
Suba. Watts, $2.95. 


“Up is anywhere over vour head,” “Down 
is anywhere under your nose,” “Around is 
the kitten chasing her tail.”’ Simple, humor- 
ous examples of these three basic concepts 
presented especially for the very young 
child. Written with a lilting rhythm and 
rhyme that lends itself to reading aloud. 


FOR THE MIDDLE GROUP 


Mrs. RACHEL SANBORN 


Extension Librarian, Exeter Branch 
N. H. State Library 


Barr, George. YOUNG SCIENTIST 
TAKES A RIDE. McGraw, $3.00. 


The young scientist goes riding and makes 
observations on what he sees. Easy expla- 
nations of how cars run, how electric wires 
carry power, familiar sounds, as well as 
comments on wild life and other interest- 
ing objects seen from the car window. This 
is a fascinating book, and will make the 
young traveler more observant of everyday 
things. Illustrations, supplementary read- 
ing suggestions, and index. 
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KEEPING TIME. Put- 


Buehr, Walter. 
nam, $3.00. 


Interesting explanation of the development 
of time. The story of the calendar, measur- 
ing time, and man’s progress in telling 
time, from the caveman who depended on 
shadows on a tree to modern mechanical 
timekeepers and the chronometer. I]lustra- 
tions, glossary of terms, and index. 


Christopher, Matt. 
BASKET. 


BREAK FOR THE 
Little, $2.75. 


Basketball and friendship make this a good 
story for the young sportsman. Emmett 
Torrance was lonesome until asked to play 
on the Penguin team, and then because of 
shyness was unable to do his best. En- 
couraged by friends, he finally succeeded, 
and the story has a happy ending. 


Clark, Ann Nolan. WORLD SONG. _II- 
lustrations by Kurt Wiese. Viking, $2.75. 


A beautifully written story of happy, friend- 
ly “Red” who tries to make friends in his 
new home on the cacao plantation in Costa 
Rica, but is disappointed until, in his lone- 
liness, he turns to nature and the birds he 
loves. Here he finds the common interest 
which brings him close to the native boys, 
Quaco, and Juanito, his Navajo friend, 
Hasteen, the Chinese cook, Lin, and the 
mysterious Bird Woman as they listen to- 
gether to the world song of the birds. An 
appealing story with interesting background 
material. 


Clemons, Elizabeth. ROCKS AND THE 
WORLD AROUND YOU. Coward, 
$3.50. 


This is good reading for a “rockhound” or 
anyone who is interested in collecting, iden- 
tifying, or studying about rocks. Good il- 
lustrations, concise descriptions of various 
types of rocks and minerals, and sugges- 
tions for the collector. Supplementary read- 
ing list. 


Crowley, Maude. PRINGLE AND THE 
LAVENDER GOAT. Walck, $2.75. 


Pringle Orne and her goat, Edna, make life 
sometimes happy, and sometimes not so 


happy, but always lively, in their Marble- 
head neighborhood. A heartwarming story 
of a little girl and her one real friend. This 
one is just for fun. 


Guilcher, J. M. Noailles, R. H. A TREE 
IS BORN. Sterling, $2.50. 


Well-illustrated description of the develop- 
ment of four familiar trees—oak, pine, 
walnut and horse chestnut. 127 excellent 
photographs and brief text graphically show 
the stages of growth and seasonal changes 
in the life cycle of a tree. 


Irving, Robert. ELECTROMAGNETIC 
WAVES. Knopf, $3.00. 


“Seven rays, one family.” This explains the 
family of seven electromagnetic waves in- 
cluding light, infra-red, ultra-violet, radio, 
X-Ray, gamma ray, and microwaves. Illus- 
trations and diagrams point up the clear 
simple text. 


Stuart, Jesse. THE RIGHTFUL OWN- 
ER. McGraw, $2.50. 


Mike finds a hound dog running wild and 
decides to gentle it for his own. The bond 
between boy and dog is strong, but when 
the dog hears the hunting call of the “right- 
ful owner,” Mike knows who is master. 


FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 


Roy THOMAS 
Extension Librarian, Concord Office 


Baner, Vanadis Skulda. FIRST PART- 
ING. Longmans, $3.25. 


Besides being a good, entertaining story 
this junior novel presents an excellent pic- 
ture of life in a small North Dakota com- 
munity forty years ago. Anna Magnuson, 
just out of high school, leaves her home in 
Michigan for the first time to teach in a 
one-room prairie school. Overcoming home. 
sickness, drought and _ winter blizzards, 
Anna becomes a successful teacher, wins a 
respected place in the community and finds 
romance in this isolated area. 
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Bennett, Eve. APRIL WEDDING. Mess- 
ner, $2.95. 


This well-written novel of teenage love 
shows the pitfalls of an early marriage and 
the difficulties to be encountered and over- 
come before a mature relationship is de- 
veloped. Jean Dickenson and Bill Stribling, 
two high school seniors, after an elope- 
ment face the antagonism of disapproving 
teachers and parents. Although the story 
ends happily, it shows teenagers that mar- 
riage is a serious undertaking rather than 
a romantic escapade. 


Burt, Olive. FIRST WOMAN EDITOR. 
Messner, $2.95. 


Sarah Josepha Hale, who grew up in New 
Hampshire and taught school in Newport, 
was the editor of Godey’s “Lady’s Book,” 
the first magazine for women in America. 
But she was far more than that. A pioneer 
in the fight for women’s rights, she cam- 
paigned through her magazine on_ behalf 
of any project which would advance the 
position of women ‘as individuals. But 
through it all she retained her essential 
femininity, never assuming the role of a 
militant crusader. A well-written biography 
which gives an excellent picture of a bril- 
liant and courageous woman. 


Dooley, Thomas A. DOCTOR TOM DOO- 
LEY, MY STORY. Ariel, $2.95. 


This autobiography of Tom Dooley the 
man who, like Albert Schweitzer, devoted 
his life to caring for the sick in remote 
places, is an abridgment for young people 
of his three previous books. This sincerely 
written account of the author’s life from 
the time when he was a lieutenant in the 
United States’ Navy, 1954, is a moving 
story of a young man’s devotion to what 
he has firmly decided is his duty. 


Mack, Connie. FROM SANDLOT TO 
BIG LEAGUE. Knopf, $2.95. 


This new edition of Connie Mack’s base- 
ball book written in 1950, while retaining 
all the flavor of the original, brings the 
statistics and factual information up to 
date. All the technical aspects of playing 
are explained in expert detail. Many human 


interest stories of famous stars and teams 
are related, and there are action pictures of 
noted players. Information on contracts, 
league and club organizations, and players’ 
rights, will be most valuable for those 
young readers who have a serious interest 
in baseball. 


O’Meara, Walter. THE FIRST NORTH 
WEST PASSAGE. Houghton, $2.50, 


This story of Alexander Mackenzie’s ex- 
plorations, adapted from his journals, gives — 
a good straightforward account of the fam 
ous explorer’s trips to the Arctic Ocean and 
across the Rockies to the Pacific. The stub- 
born courage of this Scottish fur trader is 
well depicted in his struggles with Indians, 
bears, mountains, waterfalls, cold, and 
near-starvation. This book is well illustrat- 
ed and has a good map which contributes 
to the description of conditions in Canada 


and the lives of the fur traders in the lat- 


ter part of the seventeenth century. 


Reinfeld, Fred. WHAT’S NEW IN SCI- ~ 
ENCE. Sterling, $3.95. : 


Dealing with recent advances in all branch- ~ 
es of science, this interesting book explains 
what effect these discoveries have on the — 
everyday lives of all of us. Divided into | 
nine sections it deals most comprehensive- | 
ly with electronics, medicine and mental % 
health, and atomics. Senior high science — 
students should be extremely interested in — 
this book. 


Tibbetts, Albert B. ed. SALUTE TO THE 
BRAVE. Little, $3.50. 


This excellent selection of short stories of ~ 
World War II gives interesting insights © 
into men of the Army, Navy and Air Force © 
under fire. Realistic, but not too somber, ’ 
these stories tell of the desperate courage | 
and incredible endurance of boys who have | 
been made into fighting men almost over- % 
night, of the fears they overcome, and the 
hopes that inspire them. 























